TRUMPET VOLUNTARY
forget them for a fortnight, and then go back: He is still reading
that Interesting Novel; it is a long novel, called something about
the Sun or the Wind. She has changed hers five or six times since
then, but she is such a swift reader that frequently she comes to
the last page on the same evening that she began, too late to change
it again before the morning. She is very fond of reading: they
are both fond of reading. She sits and watches him; at last she
can control herself no longer:
"How far have you got 2"
"What?   Oh, page 172."
"That doesn't convey anything/' (Looking over his shoulder.)
"Good Lord, Harry, that's only where he comes back for the first
time! You must have got further than that!"
"If I had" (patiently) "I should be reading further than that,
shouldn't Is"
"At this rate, you'll be another fortnight."
"What if I am ? It isn't compulsory to finish by a certain date,
is it a"
"Simply that I've nothing to read. But you wouldn't mind
about that!9
"Why 2 What's wrong with yours ? What's it called ? Some-
thing about the moon . *."
"I got through that in an hour; less than an hour."
"You couldn't have read it in that time. The trouble with you
is that you skip." (He returns to his book and becomes once
more engrossed,)
But that is not the trouble with her. She does not skip. She
never skips. She scorns people who skip.
Aware of her sitting there watching him when he eventually
turns a page, he says not so patiently:
"Haven't we anything in the house for you to read 2"
** Wliat do you mean, haven't we anything in the house ?"
"I mean an old book Personally, I enjoy re-reading an old
•favourite.**
"Then you'd better personally re-read one, and I can take yours
bade to the library...'
It does not occur to either of them that the solution to a problem
of increasing tension is to have a subscription not for two, but for
fbor books: three for her and one for him. The obvious and
• $B$b d®^* i°- truth, very rarely occur to people rushing madly
'.ftpffiftffi tbwards divorce or homicide. Or war.
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